Biology of chromosome 6.
The major histocompatibility (HLA) complex on the short arm of human chromosome 6 has attracted many scientists over the last three decades. It is the purpose of this brief review to point out that the remaining large regions of chromosome 6 contain genes involved in several interesting biological phenomena as well. Focus will be particularly on genes affecting behavioural features and sensory perception. The likely involvement of HLA and closely linked olfactory receptor loci in mate selection and their possible role in favouring heterozygosity among the offspring will also be discussed.